
Neighborhood Identification
Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Do I have to join a neighborhood association?
A: No, association membership is purely voluntary. 

Q: Does this change the name of my subdivision or my property’s legal description on my deed?
A: Absolutely not. Formation of a neighborhood association will not have any impact on the 
recorded name of your subdivision or legal description.

Q:Why is the City partnering with Community Enterprise on this program?
A: Community Enterprise is an organization with experience in neighborhood and community building. 
They can offer additional support for neighborhood residents/leaders in forming Neighborhood 
Organizations as well as hosting meetings, creating by-laws and planning localized neighborhood 
activities. Community enterprise can also assist neighborhood groups with grant applications.

Q: What is the Neighborhood Identification Project and what is its purpose?
A: Commerce City remains one of the last cities in the Denver metro area to formally identify its 
neighborhoods and design a process that allows residents to actively organize into recognized 
neighborhood groups. The purpose of the neighborhood identification program is to recognize 
that Commerce City is a diverse community with unique neighborhood characteristics and 
provide support to those neighborhood groups. Identification of these neighborhoods supports 
the revitalization and growth of the City. This program also creates an official, recognized form 
of communication to collectively voice concerns to government and become part of planning/
growth process.

Q: How did you identify the names of the neighborhoods, what was the process?
A: In 2011, Community Enterprise and the Imagine! Coalition embarked on a grassroots process with 
city support to name neighborhoods in the core city. Over the past two years, more than 900 residents 
participated in the process, completing a comprehensive survey to self-identify the names of their 
neighborhoods and participating in public meetings.  
Based on the survey, community meetings, and references to names with historical significance, a 
draft neighborhood map for the historic city was created and further refined. The map identifies 
neighborhoods and uses streets as natural boundary lines for ease of understanding. City staff used 
historical documents and established names to expand the map for industrial areas and established 
northern development.

Q: By identifying neighborhoods, are we segregating the community?
A: The intent of this program is not to segregate the community but to support and acknowledge 
that Commerce City is a diverse community with unique neighborhood characteristics. By 
supporting neighborhood organizations, Commerce City hopes to further foster a sense of 
community and place. In the long term, this program also hopes to create a framework for 
neighborhood branding, neighborhood specific plans, and grants.

Q: If I have concerns with the city, do I need to go through my neighborhood representative instead of 
going directly to the city or my council member or mayor?
A: No.  All community members are still welcome to go through the appropriate channels to bring 
individual issues to the attention of the local government, however neighborhood associations will 
provide a better communication channel for issues that impact multiple residents within a neighborhood.



Q: Now that my neighborhood has been given a name by the city, what now?
A: The city initially proposes to create a self-registration program to create neighborhood organizations 
recognized by Commerce City consistent with the proposed boundary map. The registration program 
will create a singular list to share information from a variety of city departments and facilitate two-way 
opportunities for community input and program participation.
In the future, Commerce City will provide recognized Neighborhood Organizations with the following:
• An electronic system for neighborhood registration and recognition.
• General information regarding upcoming board and commission meetings, city services and activities 
available to residents of the neighborhood.
• A forum to receive resident opinions and recommendations from Neighborhood Organizations 
regarding neighborhood priorities and concerns about proposed city activities and operations.
• Funding for neighborhood improvement projects and programs, such as signage or National 
Night Out event assistance from grant funds or other identified resources. All formally recognized 
groups within neighborhood boundary areas must collaborate on grant applications for the entire 
neighborhood in order to be eligible.  

Q: How do I register my neighborhood if it’s not already registered?
A: Commerce City plans to build the online registration form (see example from City and County 
of Denver) in the upcoming months and to incorporate the neighborhood boundary map and 
registration program within the city’s website (Living In/Neighborhoods). 

Q: How do I know if my neighborhood is registered and who’s “in charge?”
A: Commerce City plans to build the online registration form in the upcoming months and to incorporate 
the neighborhood boundary map and registration program within the city’s website (Living In/
Neighborhoods). 

Q: If I don’t like the name of my neighborhood, how can I get it changed?
A: Community members can work with the City to change the name of their neighborhood. 
A formal process will be created for name changes once the registration for neighborhood 
associations begins. The process will likely involve showing that a majority of residents within a 
neighborhood organization support the change. 

Q: Will this affect my property deed,  zoning,  or legal description of my property. etc.?
A: No. The formation of a neighborhood association will not have any impact on your property’s 
zoning, deed, subdivision name or legal description.

Q: I didn’t know anything about this project and wasn’t part of naming my neighborhood. How was I 
suppose to know?
A: In 2011, Community Enterprise and the Imagine! Coalition embarked on a grassroots process with 
city support to name neighborhoods in the core city. Over the past two years, more than 900 residents 
(nearly 10% of population in core city area) participated in the process, completing a comprehensive 
survey to self-identify the names of their neighborhoods and participating in public meetings.  
Community Enterprise also mailed draft map home to all survey participants and held two public open 
houses for community input on draft map.
The City also contributed to the naming on non-core city neighborhoods and participated in Community 
Enterprise’s two open houses as well as solicited input from the City’s business community. 

Q: Is this going to cost me more in taxes?
A: No. The creation of a neighborhood association will not impact your tax rate. Furthermore a 
Neighborhood Association cannot impose fines or assessments on properties, like an HOA can.
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