Commerce

Facts to Know

PLANNING

INTRODUCTION:

All new development in Commerce City is subject to park and school land dedication, or fees-in-lieu, and a water
acquisition fee to provide recreational space for the city’s residents and workers, and to provide educational facilities
for future generations. The park and school land dedication requirements are determined based on the type of
development. Money acquired from the water acquisition fee is used to acquire water rights for the purpose of
watering city parks, recreational facilities, and other city-owned facilities; the water acquisition fee does not go
towards providing water rights or paying tap fees for the specific project on which the fee is assessed. Note that
residential development pays both the park and school fees, while non-residential development pays only the park
fees. The formulas in the following sections explain how park and school land dedications and fees are calculated.

PRIVATE PARK LAND DEDICATION:

The owner/developer of land is required to convey on the plat or development plan the lands and/or facilities that will
be reserved and maintained for private parks and recreation facilities, which are intended to primarily serve the needs
of the future inhabitants of the subdivision or development. The dedication is required for all single-family or multi-
family developments. The amount of land shall be based on the following formula:

Residential Development Dedication = Three percent (3%) x square feet of usable land area*

There is no fee-in-lieu for private park dedication.

PUBLIC PARK DEVELOPMENT FEE:

This fee is in addition to the private park land dedication above for the development of public parks, trails, and
recreation facilities. The amount of the fee is based on the following equations:

45,364

Per Square Foot for Residential Uses: —_—
12,000

X.Ogj x square feet of usable land area**

45,364

Per Square Foot for All Other Uses: —_—
12,000

X.OSJ x square feet of usable land area**

*Square feet of usable land shall be all land in the subdivision excluding floodplains, public right-of-way dedications, commercial sites, industrial
sites, public school sites, public library sites, police and fire station sites; and public parks, trails, and facilities.

**gquare feet of usable land shall be all land in the subdivision excluding floodplains, public right-of-way dedications, public school sites, public

library sites, police and fire station sites; and local parks and recreational facilities. Private streets and oil and gas sites are considered usable
land.
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FTK: Park and School Fees

SCHOOL LAND DEDICATION FEE-IN-LIEU:

The owner/developer of land is required to convey to the City in fee simple adequate land for the construction of

school sites, or pay to the City the cash equivalent of the fair market value of the land otherwise required to be
dedicated.

The amount of land required will be determined at the zoning entitlement stage or subdivision plat stage.

Fee-in-Lieu Calculation:

Fee imposed on construction of each new residential dwelling on an undeveloped lot (market value of land at
$32,077/acre, set by Resolution No. 2000-15):

Single-Family Home Detached Dwelling S619
Single-Family Attached Dwelling S514
Townhome/Condo 5214
Apartment Unit 5138

WATER ACQUISITION FEE:

Monies from the water acquisition fee are used to acquire water rights for the purpose of watering city parks,
recreational facilities, and other city owned facilities. The water acquisition fee does not go towards providing water
rights or paying tap fees for the specific project on which the fee is assessed.

The water acquisition fee is assessed on the construction of all new structures in the city, with the following
exceptions when no fee is assessed:

e The new structure replaces an existing structure on the site and does not result in an increase in the density or
intensity of use on the property.

e The new structure is being constructed for the purpose of housing a governmental or quasi-governmental entity
or service.

The water acquisition fee is paid to the city upon the issuance of a building permit.

The fee escalates at a rate of 10% per year effective January 1 of each successive year.

Year Water Acquisition Fee
2015 51298.19
2016 51428.00
2017 $1570.80
2018 51727.88
2019 $1900.67
2020 5$2090.74

SOURCES FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

=  Planner of the Day: 303-227-8777 or cdplanner@c3gov.com

*Disclaimer: Other development fees may be applicable. Contact the planner of the day for more information, or for water acquisition questions,
please call South Adams County Water and Sanitation District at 303.288.2646.
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